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Synopsis

Permaculture (permanent agriculture) is the conscious design and maintenance of agriculturally
productive ecosystems which have the diversity, stability, and resilience of natural ecosystems. It is
the harmonious integration of landscape and people providing their food, energy, shelter, and other
material and non-material needs in a sustainable way. Without permanent agriculture there is no
possibility of a stable social order. Permaculture design is a system of assembling conceptual,
material, and strategic components in a pattern which functions to benefit life in all its forms. The
philosophy behind permaculture is one of working with, rather than against, nature; of protracted
and thoughtful observation rather than protracted and thoughtless action; of looking at systems in all
their functions rather than asking only one yield of them; and of allowing systems to demonstrate

their own evolutions.
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Customer Reviews

Permaculture (permanent agriculture) is the conscious design and maintenance of agriculturally
productive ecosystems which have the diversity, stability, and resilience of natural ecosystems. It is
the harmonious integration of landscape and people providing their food, energy, shelter, and other
material and non-material needs in a sustainable way. Without permanent agriculture there is no
possibility of a stable social order. Permaculture design is a system of assembling conceptual,
material, and strategic components in a pattern which functions to benefit life in all its forms. The

philosophy behind permaculture is one of working with, rather than against, nature; of protracted



and thoughtful observation rather than protracted and thoughtless action; of looking at systems in all
their functions rather than asking only one yield of them; and of allowing systems to demonstrate

their own evolutions.

| love this book. Clear. Informative. Not everyone is concerned about living sustainably on our
planet, but if you are, the information and techniques in this book will keep you busy and feeling
good about the difference you can make to your footprint on the planet, whether you have a tiny

property or are responsible for many acres.

This is an excellent book for the facts and the philosophy of sustainable living and the development
of a conscious lifestyle. This is the second copy of this book that | have owned in the last 20 years,
It is also the book that the permaculture course | am taking is based on. This book is not an easy
read, but it is dense with information, deep thought and practical applications. Whether you are a
city dweller or own your own place in the country there is much of value to recommend this book

and the philosophy of Permaculture.

This book will transform our planet, one household at a time. Each time | read it, common sense
and wisdom are presented. What is ancient becomes new again. | bought this book because our
land is sinking, cracking and the few edibles planted do not do well with the city of Houston’s
clorinated-flouridated-and-who-knows-what-else-is-in-there water. So until we move to more land,
these practices will be learned while we are urbanites. We're in the process of planning some and
taking action on others first by: installing rain water collection system, planting more fruit and nut
trees with herbs and flowers, installing a whole house fan, making an outdoor second bathroom off
grid for our everyday use (we'’re always home), amending our soil by adding sand and gypsum, and
this is just the beginning. What a wealth of information. | wanted to take a permaculture course, but

began by ordering this book first to see if I'd like it. | love it!

Not much to add to this. If you're interested in Permaculture, this is the Genesis. like to balance the
principles here with some other things as well. Couple this with Holistic Management, and Keyline

Design, to form the perfect Trinity.

This is truly one of the best purchases | have ever made. The book can read a bit dry and can

resemble stereo instructions in some places however, the vast knowledge and experience shared in



this book far outweigh any kibitzing | could possibly come up with. | would recommend this book to

anyone and suggest taking a permaculture class for the discussion and practical application as well.

Taking the REX course now(Regrarians Ltd) and really excited to use what | learned from this book.
It is definitely a text book and something i have yet to finish but he is the founder of Permaculture

and worth the purchase and the read!

All the permaculture information | will ever need, | think! | was trying to replace a softback, smaller
permaculture manual by Mollison which has strayed, and wasn’t intending to buy something so
massive and fairly expensive - but this volume will meet all foreseeable needs. | have one beef only
(with the author/illustrator) - his work needed more careful proofing, it contains quite a lot of typos

and spellos.

Very comprhensive! This book works especially well as either a reference guide or a book to be
discussed in a series of conversations with others. | have learned so much from sharing thoughts
about the ideas. We discussed it in six sessions. To make it specific for your area it would be
wonderful if you could also have a certified or knowledgeable permaculturalist in the discussion
group. | tried to read this on my own years ago and didn’t. It's not all that difficult to read but it is a
BIG book, heavy and hard to carry around. | would say that it is much more interesting than any
textbook you have ever encountered but is still comprehensive and thorough like a text. Considered
the bible for permaculture, it's a real must to own eventually but you might not start with it. If you are
just starting out and doing permaculture alone, you might start with one of the easier books from him
or Gaia’s Garden. Whatever you do don’t start with David Holmgren'’s book on the topic, straight

theory. Bill Mollison is much more engaging as a writer.
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